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CCUSA President Named to The NonProfit Times’ Power and Influence Top 50

Rev. Larry Snyder, president of Catholic
Charities USA, was named as one of the
nation’s top nonprofit executives of 2008

by 7he NonProfir Times (NPT). Father

Snyder was recognized in the newspaper’s

11th annual “Power and Influence Top

50” for having influenced the nonprofit
sector during his career, as well as during
the past 12 months.

“The organization has focused on poverty issues since Father
Snyder took over in February 2005. He is showing excellent lead-
ership in both the high-touch services and as a strong policy advo-
cate in the states as well as on Capitol Hill,” NPT stated.

Catholic Charities Leaders Participate in Vatican
Spiritual Retreat in Mexico

A delegation of more than 70 local Catholic Charities lead-
ers participated in a spiritual retreat hosted by the Vatican in
early June in Guadalajara, Mexico. Sponsored by the Pontifical
Council Cor Unum, which oversees the Catholic Church’s
charitable activities around the world, the retreat brought to-
gether more than 600 leaders of national and local Caritas and
Catholic Charities agencies from across the Americas to share
in their faith. Rev. Larry Snyder, president of Catholic Charities
USA, and other CCUSA staff members attended the gathering.

This retreat is a direct response to Pope Benedict XVT’s first en-
cyclical, Deus Caritas Est, which emphasizes the importance of
the formation of the heart for those engaged in Catholic chari-
table works. In his writing, the pope teaches that “in addition to
their necessary professional training, these charity workers need
a ‘formation of the heart.” They need to be led to that encoun-
ter with God in Christ which awakens their love and opens their
spirits to others.”

“This was an extraordinary opportunity for the leadership of
Catholic Charities agencies to take time out of their extremely
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“Father Snyder is providing the Catholic Charities network with
visionary and strategic leadership, challenging us to new standards
of excellence in our service delivery, while initiating bold advocacy
approaches,” said Janet Valente Pape, executive director of Catholic
Charities of Wichita and chair of Catholic Charities USA’s Board
of Trustees. “Our Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America’s goal
to cut the poverty rate in this country by 50 percent by 2020 is a
clarion call to all of us.”

“I am honored to be listed among these leaders,” said Father
Snyder. “Such recognition speaks to the respect and high regard in
which the entire Catholic Charities network is held and is a tribute
to the work they do each and every day to provide help and create
hope for more nearly 8 million people in need each year.”

busy and important work to reflect more deeply on the holiness
of the work we do,” said Father Snyder. “It also provided us an
opportunity to meet with, exchange experiences, and pray with
our counterparts throughout the Western hemisphere. This was
an invaluable blessing. It reminds us of the observation that
Pope John Paul II made that there are not two Americas, but
only one. This was an opportunity for all of us to experience
that.”

Held at La Universidad Catolica, the spiritual retreat was led by
the Preacher of the Papal Household, Rev. Raniero Cantalamessa
OFM Cap. It is expected that Cor Unum will hold similar re-
treats in other regions around the world.

CCUSA Joins Faith-based Groups in “Fighting
Poverty with Faith” Week of Action

In September, Catholic Charities USA is partnering with 19
national faith-based groups to elevate the issue of poverty in
the 2008 elections. During a week of action, CCUSA is asking
local, state, and national candidates about their commitment to
the issues of poverty and what they will do to address poverty
during their first 100 days in office.



During this week, September 10-16, Catholic Charities USA
will host a national conference call about poverty in this nation
as well as interfaith activities to bring the issue to our nation’s
leaders. Also, Rev. Larry Snyder will join other leaders of faith
for a prayer vigil and press conference on Capitol Hill and then
visit Congressional representatives.

To prepare for this week of action, Catholic Charities USA has
encouraged local Catholic Charities agencies to invite their
elected officials and candidates for office to visit their programs.
Catholic Charities USA has also sent letters to candidates, of-
fering them assistance in coordinating a visit to a local Catholic
Charities agency in their state or district. In addition, CCUSA
has provided local Catholic Charities agencies with tools and re-
sources to help them get involved in the week.

For more information about “Fighting Poverty with Faith” Week
of Action, visit the www.fightingpovertywithfaith.com Web site,
which CCUSA is sponsoring.

A Message of Gratitude

to John Keightley

After 17 years at
Catholic Charities USA,
John Keightley resigned
as executive vice presi-
dent for membership
and external relations.

Y

Since April 1991, he
supported Catholic Charities USA in various
strategic roles, and, over the years, spearheaded
numerous fundraising initiatives to advance the
Catholic Charities mission. In his most recent
position, he oversaw the development, mem-
bership, disaster response communications, and

planning functions of CCUSA.

Keightley’s contribution to Catholic Charities
USA and to the Catholic Charities network is
vastly appreciated. He will be greatly missed, es-
pecially by those who had the privilege of work-
ing under his leadership.

Thank you, John, for your hard work, dedica-
tion, and friendship. We wish you the very best
for the future. m

CCUSA Survey Shows Requests for Help for
Basic Needs Continue to Rise

Amid these tough economic times, more and more working
poor and middle class individuals and families are turning to
Catholic Charities agencies to help make ends meet, according
to a survey by Catholic Charities USA.

Findings from a snapshot survey of 54 local Catholic Charities
agencies show an increase in people seeking assistance for basic
needs such as utilities, housing, food, and prescriptions.

A sobering 85 percent of local Catholic Charities agencies re-
sponding to the survey are seeing more people seeking help
with paying utility bills; 77 percent are witnessing an increase
in demand for food; and 78 percent are finding an increase in
requests for assistance with rent or mortgage payments.

Of the agencies surveyed, 89 percent report seeing more work-
ing poor, 76 percent are seeing an increase in families, anoth-
er 63 percent are seeing more seniors come to them for help;
and 43 percent report an increase in the middle class seeking
assistance.

The survey also found that increasing demand, rising costs, and
decreasing or flat funding are straining many Catholic Charities
agencies’ ability to deliver services and continue programs.
Forty-three percent of the agencies report that their food banks
are low. And over 50 percent of the agencies surveyed report
having to cut programs or staff because revenues are not keep-
ing pace with costs or demand.

“Needing help with food, rent, clothing, and prescriptions are
all symptoms of much larger problems such as low wages and
the lack of affordable housing and health care. These problems
must be addressed if we are ever going to cut poverty in our
country and create better economic opportunities for all,” said
Rev. Snyder. “We call on all people of good will to add their
voice to our Campaign to Reduce Poverty in America.” m

Get the latest CCUSA News
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org
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Colorado Springs Celebrates Opening of Marian House Soup Kitchen

atholic Charities of Colorado Springs

celebrated the grand opening of the

new Marian House Soup Kitchen &

Dining Hall on June 24 with a pan-
cake breakfast for the community. More than 600
people participated in the event, including mem-
bers of the First Presbyterian Choir, who serenaded
the crowd with lively gospel music. Representatives
from the Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce,
the Downtown Partnership, the City of Colorado
Springs, and the many organizations who have do-
nated to the campaign were in attendance.

This celebration followed a “First Day of Soup” cel-
ebration on June 9, the day the first meal was served
in the new kitchen and dining hall. On the first day,
members of the religious community, led by Most
Reverend Michael J. Sheridan, bishop of the Diocese
of Colorado Springs, held a program in which the

facility was blessed and a ceremonial first pot of soup

New York’s Archdiocesan Catholic
Charities Celebrate Bicentennial

In March, chief executive officers of more than 90 of
New York’s Archdiocesan Catholic Charities agen-
cies joined with board members, government and
archdiocesan officials, and others at The New York
Times Center in mid-town Manhattan to celebrate
the bicentennial of the Archdiocese of New York.

The gathering, with the theme of “Honoring the Past,
Celebrating the Present, and Envisioning the Future,”
focused on the emerging needs of New York’s poor
and the ways in which Catholic Charities is taking a
leadership role in addressing these needs.

Msgr. Kevin Sullivan, executive director of Catholic
Charities, introduced leaders of the different agen-
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was made by all the attendees who were able to “toss”
ingredients into the soup pot.

The Marian House Soup Kitchen regularly serves a
hot, nutritious meal to 500+ people every day, 365
days a year. The numbers tend to increase significant-
ly towards the end of the month when money simply
runs out in many households. Roughly 60 percent of
the people who come to the Marian House are not
homeless. They are the working poor, disabled per-
sons, veterans and seniors on a fixed income, single
parents, and families.

Attention now turns to the new Marian House Self
Sufficiency Center, which will be built on the same
site as the old Marian House soup kitchen and will
house services designed to help people move to a
greater level of self-sufficiency. Completion is ex-
pected by February 2009.

cies, describing them as those “who see a Catholic
Charities that remains the conscience of New
York City and state on behalf of those without a
voice.” Many of these leaders addressed the gather-
ing, speaking about protecting and nurturing chil-
dren and youth; feeding the hungry and sheltering
the homeless; strengthening families and resolving
crises; supporting the physically and emotionally
challenged; and welcoming and integrating immi-
grants and refugees.

This bicentennial celebration was preceded by a lun-
cheon, at which the extensive charitable contribu-
tions of religious to improve the fabric of New York
was recognized. Over the past 200 years, this char-
itable work has grown into high quality Catholic
human service agencies that have served New York’s
poor and vulnerable for decades and in some cases



for more than a century. Sr. Margaret John Kelly, DC, former
provincial superior of the Northeast Province of the Daughters
of Charity and nationally recognized lecturer and writer on
health and human services issues, offered reflections on the con-
tributions that religious have made in meeting the needs of the
most vulnerable in New York.

Catholic Charities Diocese of Winona
Wins National Award

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Winona is a 2008 recip-
ient of the Alfred P. Sloan Award for Business Excellence in
Workplace Flexibility. The prestigious award was announced
in May 2008 and presented by the United States Chamber of
Commerce.

Sloan Award recipients are employers who offer flexibility pro-
grams, policies, and practices that exceed the standard of excel-
lence established by the National Study of Employers performed
by the Families and Work Institute. The rigorous evaluation
process includes employee verification that these policies and
practices are carried out effectively in the organization. Award
recipients successfully use flexibility to meet both employee and
employer goals.

Catholic Charities in Winona worked to eliminate inefficien-
cies and redundancies, look for ways to utilize new technolo-
gy, and develop better communications between staff members.
The agency also sought to provide family and workplace flexi-
bility for the staff, while still remaining effective on the job. To
meet their goals, the agency upgraded its computer systems to
allow access from any location (i.e., home or any office). To al-
leviate the cost, the agency utilized TechSoup and the Microsoft
Donation program.

Los Angeles Celebrates Completion
of “Women’s Village”

Catholic Charities of Los Angeles, Inc. recently celebrated the
opening of the third and final phase of Good Shepherd Center
for Homeless Women and Children’s “Women’s Village.”

The first phase of Women’s Village was completed in 1998 and
is called the Hawkes Transitional Residence. This facility pro-
vides temporary housing for 30 women who need six to nine
months to stabilize their lives, complete an educational or vo-
cational program, and participate in counseling. The second
phase of Women’s Village was completed in 2000 and is called
the Angel Guardian Home. This facility provides long-term

housing for homeless mothers with disabilities and their chil-
dren. The residence serves 12 mothers and up to 36 children at
any given time.

The dedication of the final phase of Good Shepherd Center’s
Women’s Village was truly a community celebration, with a local
news anchor serving as master of ceremonies, a high school jazz
band providing entertainment, and numerous religious, busi-
ness, and political leaders attending.

At the conclusion of the dedication program, everyone was invit-
ed to take a tour of the new facility. The guests learned that this
final phase incorporated employment-focused services for all
Good Shepherd residents, such as job development, job training,
referrals, and counseling. The new facility provides temporary
housing in one-bedroom apartments for 21 employed, homeless
women, as well as supportive client services. The Village Kitchen,
a bakery and café, offers job training for residents in the culinary
field and a service to the public in the surrounding community.

St. Patrick Center to Launch BEGIN Trade and
Business Center

his fall, St. Patrick Center will open the doors of its

BEGIN New Venture Center, a trades training center

and small business incubator currently under con-

struction on the agency’s 4th floor. The new center will
create permanent employment opportunities for the communi-
ty’s poor and homeless. BEGIN, which stands for Businesses,
Employment, Growth, Incomes and Neighborhoods, will
house three separate centers.

The BEGIN New Venture Center will be an incubator for new
business creation featuring a comprehensive, supportive, entrepre-
neurial environment. Start-up and early-stage companies will blos-
som with daily assistance from professional service providers and
fellowship with business peers and will be able to operate at little
or no overhead cost in low-rent, centrally located office space pro-
vided through BEGIN. Companies also will have a steady pool
of job candidates and a built-in incentive for hiring St. Patrick
Center clients through the agency’s employment department.

The BEGIN Training & Education Center will be an innova-
tive educational environment providing skills training courses
in real-world trades with a wrap-around network of social sup-
port services. Emphasis is placed on collaboration with employ-
er partners that provide practical applications and experience,
as well as industry certifications. Low-income individuals, in-
cluding ex-offenders, will gain the necessary knowledge and job
skills to obtain entry-level trades jobs.
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The BEGIN Catholic Charities Conference Center will be
a multi-purpose community conference facility with a 250-
seat meeting room with facilities, catering, and audio-visual
capabilities that can be divided to meet the needs of various
size audiences. Multiple uses include meetings, receptions, and

seminars.

Video Featuring Chicago’s St. Leo Campus
Wins First Place

A SOLnIEr 5 RETURN

n June 26, a video portrait featuring Catholic

Charities’ St. Leo Campus, titled “A Soldier’s

Return,” was premiered at the Innovations in

Effective Compassion conference, sponsored
by the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives in Washington, DC.

The video won first place for domestic service in the Portraits of
Compassion video contest, which solicited entries from faith-
based organizations around the country this spring. The goal of
the contest is to shed light on the countless caring Americans
who offer help and hope to their neighbors in need. Catholic
Charities’ entry to the contest highlights the vital work of non-
profits and hopefully will inspire others to service as well.

The video portrays Caesar Hill, St. Leo’s community liaison,
and the story of how he rose to the rank of lieutenant in the
Navy, brought himself back from the depths of homelessness,

and now inspires other veterans to do the same.

“I do not have the words to express the gratitude I have toward
Catholic Charities,” said Hill. “Because of their help I made
some vital life changes, and now it is a blessing to do the work
that I do. I just do my best; I have the will, but God gives me
the power.”

Catholic Charities’ St. Leo Campus, located in Chicago’s
Auburn Gresham neighborhood, helps Catholic Charities reach
its goal of keeping veterans safe and off the streets. The St. Leo
Campus is comprised of Catholic Charities’ St. Leo Residence,
the Auburn Gresham Community Based Outpatient Clinic, the
St. Leo Veterans Garden, and the Pope John Paul II Residence,
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which provides apartment housing for persons who have phys-
ical disabilities. By bringing these much-needed services to
Auburn Gresham, Catholic Charities is tackling the problem of
homeless veterans and improving the Chicago community’s ca-
pacity to serve its veterans.

Rev. Michael M. Boland, administrator, president and CEO of
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago, was greeted
by President Bush who made remarks at the conference.

“We are thrilled to have been chosen as first place winners for
the Portraits of Compassion video contest. Caesar Hill is a role
model for all veterans out there who may be struggling with
homelessness or other hardships. Furthermore, I am honored to
attend the conference because we believe faith-based organiza-
tions can effectively partner with government entities to make a
difference in society,” said Rev. Boland.

Pittsburgh’s New Executive Director Launches
New Vision

Susan Rauscher had just assumed her new position in January
as executive director for Catholic Charities in Pittsburgh when
the board of directors made it very clear that one of its first goals
for her was to finalize the agency’s three-year strategic plan and
have it ready for implementation by July 1.

She did it. Working with staff and members of the board,
Rauscher studied the results from an extensive community
needs assessment and internal inventory, and by June had crys-
tallized her vision for the future direction of the agency, which
subsequently received the board’s approval.

“This was an exhausting, yet exciting process for us that will,
among other things, result in a more comprehensive approach to
addressing the needs of those we serve,” said Rauscher. Key ini-
tiatives to the plan include optimizing service delivery without
duplicating services offered by other providers; strengthening re-
lationships with Catholic parishes and other community part-
ners; heightening the agency’s visibility as it approaches its 100th
anniversary in 2010; and achieving the highest standards of stew-
ardship, financial accountability, and employee performance.

Change is already in motion, and Rauscher believes that the
ambitious plan will grow the organization from good to great.
“It is my hope that all of our programs will be recognized as
trendsetters in the community. We will know if we have suc-
ceeded if everyone, from those we serve, to our funders, and the
public, know us by our motto of service—providing help, cre-
ating hope and serving all.”



Restaurant Chain Raises $125K for Tucson’s St.
Elizabeth’s Health Center

n July 15, St. Elizabeth’s Health Center, an

agency of Catholic Community Services of

Southern Arizona, got a real shot in the arm—a

check for $125,947.28 from eegee’s, a local res-
taurant chain in Tucson, AZ.

Since 1992, eegee’s has been helping raise needed funds for
many worthy non-profit organizations. This year, children re-
ceiving medical and dental care services at St. Elizabeth’s Health
Center were designated as the beneficiaries of the eegee’s coupon
card promotion.

Throughout the month of June, eegee’s customers were asked
to make a $5 donation to Children’s Healthcare Services at St.
Elizabeth’s. Those who did received an eegee’s coupon card as a
“thank you,” with up to $72 in savings throughout the year.

“Because St. Elizabeth’s has a small paid staff and over 150 volun-
teer doctors, dentists, and other healthcare professionals, these
dollars will go a long way in providing care for children,” said
Nancy Johnson, executive director of St. E’s.

St. Elizabeth’s provides medical and dental care services on
a sliding scale fee to uninsured and underserved people in
Southeastern Arizona.

This year’s coupon card fundraising also set a milestone for ee-
gee’s. The coupon card has been an annual tradition at eegee’s
since 1992, and this year’s record-breaking success took the
total dollars raised over the years for local charitable organiza-
tions to over $1,000,000.

To celebrate this milestone, Bob Greenberg, one of the found-
ers of eegee’s, attended the check presentation at St. Elizabeth’s
and was honored by Tom O’Connor, who became president of
eegee’s when the chain of restaurants was sold in 2006. Tucson
Mayor Bob Walkup was also on hand to extend his congratu-
lations for this partnership between the community, business,
and non-profits.

Columbus CSS’ President Bikes across Ohio
to Benefit Food Pantry

Don Wisler, president of Catholic Social Services of the Diocese
of Columbus, biked across Ohio in July to benefit the food
pantry at the agency’s Our Lady of Guadalupe Center.

Before the ride, Wisler commented, “I want to build an aware-
ness of the growing need for food assistance throughout the di-
ocese and across the state...I enjoy riding a bicycle, so the trip
will be an adventure for me. But it also will provide a way to
put my vacation time to good use and to call all Catholics in the
diocese into solidarity with those who can least afford today’s
higher prices for gasoline and food.”

“Every month, we are seeing more people calling or coming to
our pantry asking for help,” Wisler said. “In May, we served 63
percent more families than in February. For the year, the in-
crease is 133 percent. Need is far outstripping supply. We have
already spent our yearly budget on food costs, and those costs
keep rising, as does the price of fuel.

“At times like this when money is tight for everyone, there is
a tendency to pull in and worry only about ourselves, but the
Gospel challenges us to go deeper. Every nickel raised through
the ride will go to provide food for those who need it, and I'm
hoping many people will respond in faith to this opportunity,”
said Wisler.

The ride began July 20, in Maysville, Ky., and concluded July
26, in Sandusky, with overnight stops at college and high
school gymnasiums in Cincinnati, Wilberforce, Delaware,
Ashland, Richfield, and Oberlin. This year’s tour is known as
the Underground Railroad Tour because all those cities had
some connection to the network of safe houses which allowed

slaves from the South to make their way to freedom before the
Civil War.

Yakima Dedicates Farmworker Housing and
Social Services Campus Site

Two agencies of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Yakima—
Catholic Charities Housing Services and Catholic Family &
Child Service—dedicated their first combined development,
Cristo Rey, in Sunnyside, WA, on June 27. The 51-unit hous-
ing project adjoins Catholic Family & Child Service Offices.
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Cristo Rey, developed and built by Catholic Charities Housing
Services, covers nearly six acres and offers affordable housing to
more than 250 men, women, and children, as well as education-
al opportunities that improve and enrich the lives of those who
live there. Catholic Family & Child Service will offer seasonal
child care, child care resource and referral, counseling, and vol-
unteer chore services programs for residents.

Most Reverend Carlos A. Sevilla, SJ, Bishop of Yakima conduct-
ed the blessing and dedication, and guest speakers included: John
Young, executive director, Catholic Charities; Mario Villanueva,
director of Catholic Charities Housing Services; Darlene Darnell,
network director, Catholic Family & Child Service; Senator Jim
Honeyford and Representative Dan Newhouse, 15th District;
and Paul Garcia, mayor of Sunnyside.

Miami Valley Programs Seek to Reduce Teen
Pregnancy and Support Young Parents

Teenage pregnancy and early parenting continue to be prob-
lems in Ohio’s Miami Valley, and Catholic Social Services is of-
fering two new programs geared toward addressing these prob-
lems—TMAC and ParentLink. Both are offered in partnership
with the Children Services Division of Montgomery County
Job and Family Services.

TMAC (Teens Making A Choice) is an intensive home-based
risk-prevention program that aims to reduce early parenting,
among other destructive decisions made by teens. The program
targets youth, ages 12 to 14, who are in foster or kinship care.
All TMAC clients have been abused, abandoned, or neglected,
and the majority live in poverty. Participants are guided through
the program by a trained TMAC youth development specialist
who acts as a life coach and advisor, equipping teens with the
skills and resources they need to break the cycle of poverty.

“These are children who have experienced many disruptions in

their family life during their youth; we want to provide them
help and positive role models,” said Krista Porterfield Spurling,
TMAC Team Coordinator. “Our goal is to educate teens on the
benefits of sexual abstinence, to encourage healthy relationships
between teens and their adult caregivers and peers, to increase
healthy decision making skills and behaviors, and to promote
academic success.”

In addition to TMAC, CSS is offering ParentLink. The agency
has employed a staff of social workers to visit clients and their
family members in their homes. They will provide parenting
education sessions and assist young parents in the creation and

pursuit of their personal plan for self-sufficiency. CSSMV will
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offer advocacy, career development support, and referrals to
other supportive programs in the community. ParentLink offers
services to parents or expectant parents between the ages of 14
and 25.

JustLove Radio Show Addresses Social Justice
and Politics

On July 9, Msgr. Kevin Sullivan, executive director of Catholic
Charities, Archdiocese of New York, and host of JustLove, the
weekly social justice radio show on the Catholic Channel (Sirius
Satellite Radio 159), and George Horton, director of Catholic
Charities Social and Community Affairs, spoke with award-win-
ning journalist E.]. Dionne about his new book, Souled Our—
Reclaiming Faith and Politics After the Religious Right.

Outlining the need and the opportunity to expand our under-
standing of religious values and the political process, Dionne
said, “I believe a serious embrace of Christianity inevitably leads
one into politics.” Family values, according to Dionne, include
creating an economy, living wage, and other measures that sup-
port families and individuals. Dionne, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution and Georgetown University professor,
whose syndicated column appears in more than 90 newspapers,
writes for 7he Washington Post.

Msgr. Sullivan and Horton also spoke with Stephen Schneck,
director of the Lifecycle Institute and professor of political sci-
ence at Catholic University of America’s Department of Politics
in Washington, DC. He talked about the “Catholic vote” and
about contemporary public policies in regard to the campaign.
He referred to the principles of Catholic thought that guide
citizen participation in politics, the idea of the common good,
public service, and transcending self-interest—that the measure
of justice for social order is the quality of life of “the least of our
brethren.”

JustLove is broadcast on the Catholic Channel, Sirius Satellite
Radio 159, on Wednesdays from 1-2 pm EST. m



Ching Foundation Awards Hawaii Agency
$5 Million

he Clarence T. C. Ching Foundation awarded a
$5,000,000 grant to Catholic Charities Hawaii on
July 8, 2008, the largest private foundation grant ever
received by CCH. The grant signifies a major public
phase kick-off of a $28 million capital campaign undertaken by
CCH to acquire and renovate a 2.2-acre property in Makiki. The
property will be named the Catholic Charities Hawaii Clarence
T. C. Ching Campus. Catholic Charities also benefited from the
2008 Bank of Hawaii Charity Walk on June 21, which raised
funds for Hawaii charities addressing housing issues. More than
1,000 bank employees and their families participated in the
event. Catholic Charities received $50,000 of the proceeds.

Yakima Housing Director Honored for Improving
Communities in Washington

Mario Villanueva, founding director of Catholic Charities
Housing Services of Yakima, was honored as one of three re-
cipients of the Golden Tennis Shoe Award given by Senator
Patty Murray. Each year, Senator Murray presents the Golden
Tennis Shoe Awards to honor individuals whose dedication and
compassion have improved their communities and the state
of Washington. Born in farmworker housing and spending a
career in housing services ranging from construction to housing
development, Villanueva has been responsible for the creation
and development of approximately $50,000,000 of affordable

housing within the Diocese of Yakima.

Kelleher Appointed Executive Director
in Allentown

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Allentown, is pleased to an-
nounce that Mrs. Helen P. Kelleher, LSW, was appointed ex-
ecutive director of Catholic Charities and the Secretariat for
Catholic Human Services, Diocese of Allentown, effective July
1, 2008. Mrs. Kelleher served as assistant director for profes-
sional services for the agency for the last seven years.

Peoria Pulls Off Successful Light of Hope
Dinner and Auction

An evening of hope was illuminated during the 4th annual
Light of Hope Celebration Dinner and Auction for Catholic

Charities of the Diocese of Peoria, IL. The event included a fes-
tive Caritas Giving Society Reception, 15 live auction items, a
diverse array of 99 silent auction items, a moving DVD pre-
sentation, a lively hors d’oeuvres reception, and dinner. More
than 250 individuals attended the event, which grossed over
$91,000.

New York Man Bikes Cross-Country
for Albany Agency

Don Berens, a 59-year-old retiree from Latham, NY, rode cross-
country from Los Angeles to Boston, more than 3,400 miles, to
raise money for the emergency assistance program at Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Albany. On May 11, after ceremo-
nially dipping the rear tire of his bike into the Pacific Ocean,
Berens and more than 40 cyclists from Crossroads Cycling left
Los Angeles. They arrived at the beach in Boston on June 27.
Berens raised more than $25,000 for Catholic Charities.

The crew did some sightseeing along the way, but fundraising
was the primary goal for Berens. “I wanted to do something to
make this ride about more than just the satisfaction of my own
ambition,” Berens said. “I wanted to do something for the good
Samaritans that help regular people every day.”

Catholic Charities Maine Expands Dental
Outreach

Catholic Charities Maine recently assumed operation of the St.
John Valley Dental Center in Madawaska, ME, a dental prac-
tice formerly owned and operated by local dentist Dr. Richard
Raymond. Nearing retirement, Raymond decided to cut back
in his practice and only work out of his Fort Kent office. With
approximately 3,000 active patients, the St. John Valley Dental
Center is the only dental center in Madawaksa. Concerned for
his patients in Madawaska, Dr. Raymond contacted Catholic
Charities Maine about assuming his operation. Catholic
Charities Maine already operates the Jessie Albert Memorial
Dental Center in Bath, and so the St. John Valley Dental Center

was a natural fit.

“The generosity of Dr. Raymond and the compassion he has for
his patients is inspiring. So many families would have struggled
to find a new dentist that would accept MaineCare (the State’s
Medicaid program),” commented Steve Letourneau, CEO of
Catholic Charities Maine. “This is an excellent opportunity for
us to further our mission of serving the people of Maine.” m
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Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds cannot change anything.

he past year has been one of progress for Ramén, a client

of Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton’s Partners in Re-

covery (PIR) program. His painting, titled “Progress,” was

featured as the cover artwork of the agency’s first client-

made calendar—an achievement that mirrors his personal
journey of healing and recovery from mental illness.

The painting, a colorful abstract of dark swirls opening toward light,
resembles his struggle through mental illness. Ramén described his
creation as showing “positive emanations swirling out of the eye of a
tornado. As (the switls) go outward, (life) gets brighter.”

Through PIR, an integrated treatment program for co-occurring disor-
ders (mental illness and addictions), Ramén has been able to express
himself through both writing and art. Art therapy is offered as part of
the PIR program to improve self esteem, teach coping skills, enhance
cognitive abilities, and help clients experience the healing power of self-
expression.

“The art therapy provides an opportunity for our clients to see them-
selves not just as patients—but as artists too,” said Megan Britt, PIR art
program coordinator and certified art therapist. “They gain a tremen-
dous amount of self-worth from trying something new and having the
courage to be creative.”

Art-making has allowed Ramoén to look inward to find strength and
the courage to change. He has made outstanding progress and will
soon begin a job with AmeriCorps, where he will mentor other young
men in living better lives. In recognition of his progress, Ramén was
chosen as the agency’s 2008 Client Achievement Award recipient.

— George Bernard Shaw, Irish playwright

The client-made calendar was unveiled in January at the PIR art show
in Trenton. Guests had the opportunity to meet the artists, view the
artwork, and take home a calendar for a suggested donation of $5. All
proceeds went to the art program for supplies.

“Most of the artists in this calendar are new to art and haven't expressed
themselves artistically before,” said Britt. “For some, art-making is
not about the finished product but about the process—or, the release
of stress they experience by simply using materials creatively. Others,
however, are very interested in creating art that is aesthetically pleasing.
This calendar is a reflection of both types of artists.”

Britt also believes in the value that art holds in the community: “This
calendar is a chance for our clients to become part of their community.
A primary goal in the Partners in Recovery treatment process is moving
our clients toward self-sufficiency. By sharing their art, not only do our
artists share themselves, but they demonstrate how their talents can
contribute to our communities.”

The calendar was a widespread success among clients, employees, board
members, community partners, and donors, so much so that Catholic
Charities plans to make the calendar an agency-wide project in 2009,
encompassing all the agency’s art therapy programs. And like the PIR
calendar, it will reflect how positive change leads to progress, and prog-
ress leads the hope. B

Nicole Kukawski
Public Relations & Communications Assistant
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Trenton
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date meeting location contact

September 24 CCUSA Board of Trustees New Orleans, LA Kirsten Linge 703 - 236-6201

September 22-24 CCUSA Housing Counseling Training New Orleans, LA Kathleen Overr 703 - 236-6226
September 25-28 CCUSA Annual Gathering New Orleans, LA Amy Stinger 703 - 236-6227
October 12-15 From Mission to Service Institute-Part II* South Bend, IN Troy Zeigler 703 - 236-6239
October 24-26 Parish Social Ministry Regional Training Paynesville, MN Tina Baldera 703 - 236-6233
November 21-22 CCUSA Board of Trustees Alexandria, VA Kirsten Linge 703 - 236-6201
December 3-5 Disaster Prep. and Response Training Alexandria, VA Joe Mahoney 703 - 236-6217

* At the University of Notre Dame

| Chatitics
Innovations! @

Have you found success with a new and more effective way to deliver
¥ y

services, to manage your administrative functions, or to improve
your clients’ chances for success? If you do, tell us about it.

The spring issue of Charities USA will highlight innovative practices
implemented by Catholic Charities agencies in all service and
administrative areas. Please submit a short description (no more than
200 words) of your innovative program or practice by October 31 to
Ruth Liljenquist, managing editor of Charities USA, at tliljenquist@ K -
CatholicCharitiesUSA.org. Charities USAS editorial committee will (":[‘]:_1-[!“.1] i
i

A0S

select the most innovative practices, and these will be highlighted in

the spring issue. ] cader




Save the dates for our upcoming
Centennial Annual Gatherings:

2009 Annual Gathering and Centennial Kick - Off
September 24-27, Portland, OR

2010 Annual Gathering and Centennial Celebration
September 25-28, Washington, DC

Join Us in Celebrating CCUSA’s Centennial!

In 2010, Catholic Charities USA will mark its Centennial—100 years of
service, advocacy, and convening on behalf of Catholic Charities member
agencies and our nation’s most poor and vulnerable. To mark this mile-
stone, we are planning a year-long celebration that will culminate with

“Catholic Charities Week” in Washington, DC.

During the Centennial year, we will celebrate the work of Catholic
Charities with media outreach to forward our national poverty campaign,
projects to record our history, and national and local events to bring us
together as advocates for the poor. We hope you'll take part in this grand
celebration both locally and nationally.
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